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Comparability Statement:  Comparability of the undergraduate medical education program across sites and for both students and faculty (as appropriate to faculty’s varying roles and responsibilities) refers to comparability of 1. opportunities for learning experiences;  2. access to learning and support resources;  and 3.educational outcomes using identical learning objectives and equivalent methods of assessment.  Differences when detected will be explored and acted upon when necessary using quality improvement processes.
The above Comparability Statement was developed by the Dalhousie Medicine New Brunswick (DMNB) Evaluation Working Group to serve as a guiding principle when evaluating comparability of the undergraduate program across sites. Resources used in the development of the above statement include:
1) Canadian Distributed Medical Schools (e.g. UBC, Universite de Sherbrooke, NOSM). 

2. LCME Accreditation Standard ED-8 (Provided below).
“ED-8: The curriculum of a medical education program must include comparable educational experiences and equivalent methods of assessment across all instructional sites within a given discipline.

Compliance with this standard requires that the educational experiences at all instructional sites be designed to achieve the same educational objectives. Course or clerkship (or, in Canada, clerkship rotation) length must be identical, unless a compelling reason exists for varying the length of the experience. The instruments and criteria used for medical student assessment, as well as the policies for the determination of grades, should be the same at all instructional sites. The faculty who teach at all instructional sites should be sufficiently knowledgeable in the subject matter to provide effective instruction and have a clear understanding of the objectives of the educational experience and the assessment methods used to determine achievement of those objectives. Opportunities to enhance teaching and assessment skills should be available for faculty at all instructional sites.

Although the types and frequency of problems or clinical conditions seen at each instructional site may vary, each course or clerkship/clerkship rotation must identify any core experiences needed to achieve its objectives and ensure that students receive sufficient exposure to such experiences. Similarly, although the proportion of time spent in inpatient and ambulatory settings may vary according to local circumstances, in such cases the course or clerkship/clerkship rotation director must ensure that limitations in learning environments do not impede the accomplishment of objectives.

To facilitate the comparability of educational experiences and the equivalency of assessment methods, the course or clerkship/clerkship rotation director should orient all participants, both faculty and students, to the educational objectives and grading system used. This orientation can be accomplished through regularly scheduled meetings between the director of the course or clerkship/clerkship rotation and the directors at the various instructional sites that are used.

The course and clerkship/clerkship rotation leadership should review medical students’

evaluations of their experiences at all instructional sites to identify any persistent variations in educational experiences or assessment methods.”
Please note, the above comparability statement may require further clarification when the first cohort of DMNB students begins their clerkship years.
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